
B R O A D C A S T I N G :  F O C U S I N G  I N

Attention, Partnerships Make Jobs Safe
IBEW camera operators and technicians are the best at 
what they do, and safety is crucial to maintaining that lev-
el of excellence. Fortunately, paying attention to safety is 
one of the most important things IBEW sta� and locals do.

At CBS and Fox Sports, IBEW leaders have a joint 
labor–management safety committee that meets twice a 
year as part of their national agreements.

International representatives and business managers 
also meet company o�cials at sports remotes and televi-
sion station locations to review safety procedures. �ose 
visits o�en make a real di�erence.

Last year during the NCAA Tournament, International 
Representatives Neil Ambrosio and Dominick Macchia 
and New York Local 1212 Business Manager Ralph 
Avigliano raised concerns with CBS when the NCAA re-
quested the camera operators beneath the basket sit on the 
�oor with their legs crossed.

�at made it di�cult for them to get out of the way 
of charging players. IBEW representatives showed CBS 
o�cials video to support these concerns. CBS in turn 
convinced the NCAA to allow camera persons to sit on 
a rolling o�ce chair beneath the basket, lessening the 
chance of a collision.

�ese contacts help on the local level, too. Nashville, 
Tenn., Local 429 is working with CBS to address the need 
for proper equipment to li� the high-end zone camera to 
the proper position at Nissan Stadium. By working to-
gether with stadium o�cials, they have the opportunity to 
�nd a safer solution for IBEW members.

Still, safety begins with each member. With the Code of 
Excellence, IBEW members know that alerting the busi-
ness manager or on-site steward to any safety issues can 
help address the issue. When we are proactive and treat 
one another with respect, solutions to safety issues are 
achievable, and everyone goes home happy and healthy at 
the end of the day.

S P A R Q  G O E S  LOC A L

Members of IBEW Local 4 in St. Louis believe the  
Code of Excellence is improving their jobs and local union.

IBEW Local 4 represents broadcasting 

professionals throughout the St. Louis region, 

including camera operators, news videographers 

and assignment editors.


